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What is covered 


Why do people enjoy the subculture of vintage or 
classic radio? 


What are the artifacts? 


How do the individuals in this technical subculture 
interact? 
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Old gear 
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Us the essence 
of amateur radio 


These images may spark... 


© Memories of one’s youth 
© Dreaming of an old radio that was too expensive then 


© Improving one’s shack 


What Some Hams Say 


O Bear WB2GCR: 


oO 


- vintage gear glows (seriously, it looks good)- it can be 
repaired- it has LARGE KNOBS. it provides warmth 
during cold days- cats like to sit on top or near it :)- it 
can be upgraded and modified, if so inclined- it can be 
restored: it performs very well, even today - especially the 
better gear (R-390s, and Collins for example)- IT IS AN ART 
FORM. there's also a historical aspect- and the quest... do not 
forget the quest!- it's like owning a classic car, but usually more 
utilitarian- one can collect and make a collection- IT's 


COOL!!! 


More Hams 


O KAITDQ Notes: 


oO 


My lure to vintage radio equipment was the simplicity, 
especially with building a CW rig. One or two tubes 
and you're there. You can easily mix the glow-bug, QRP 
and CW interests. Bob Heil tapped into that with his 
AM rig that was recently published. It can be made for 
CW or AM, and many people have made one. I talked 
with George from Tucson while he was using his. Tubes 
don't go BANG! like mosfets do... He was still on the air 
and I was ready to haul out the fire extinguisher. 
Anyway, all fun stufflJon 


More 


WE6TOM says: 


oO 


I got my license in early 1983, found out my father could do 
CW, he had been on B-24 bombers in WWII and never spoke 
of it, he died a month later. About 10 years ago I got to 
wondering what equipment he might have used and did some 
searching on the web. That put me in contact with a number 
of hams in the West Coast Military Radio Collectors Group 
which exposed me to vintage equipment form the WWII era. 


There is a technical attraction in that this equipment is more 
user repairable than any of the modern surface mount LSI 
based gear. It has been an enjoyable experience getting some 
of this equipment back to functionality and then using it as it 
might have been back in the day. The history is also a 
fascination too especially the WWII sets. 


Yet more 


fo) aes. Ruminates 


Let's face the facts, we are all getting older. Vintage 
equipment reminds us of our younger days in the 
hobby, and now being able to afford that equipment 
that we weren't able to. Being more acquainted with the 
vintage equipment, it gives us the opportunity to teach 
the youngsters some history and have them marvel at 
the smell of some hot tubes! 


More 


© Brad K4RT notes: 


oO 


I enjoy learning about vacuum tube circuits, and I like 
the physical appearance of tube CW, AM, and SSB/CW 
gear. A lot of the old gear was still in regular use on air 
when I was making my first CW and SSB contacts, 
which fueled my interest in it.My vintage SSB/CW 
station includes Swan and Heathkit gear, and the AM/ 
CW station includes Heathkit & WRL transmitters and 
National & Hammarlund receivers.Good luck with your 


talk. 


Dan’s enjoyment 


I started with a Heath Apache and Collins 75A1 on 
CW as a Novice. This was inexpensive gear in 1978. 


When I got my General license, I added an SB10 
sideband adapter. Other gear followed. 


I then found AM. Never looked back. 
1 like radio styling, and technical archeology. 


Solid State Gear 


Heathkit 

QST (Doug DeMaw) 
Popular Electronics 
Ten-Tec 

Drake 


Yaesu FT101 


Vacuum Tube Gear 


© Tube glow “real radios glow in the dark” 


© Romantic 


© Early tube 
© Heathkit 
0. Eldico 
© Central Electronics 


Early Solid State 
Homebrew (DeMaw, Wes Hayward) 
Ten Tec 


International Crystal 


CW 


© Tube 
© Johnson Ranger 
O Drake 


© Solid State 
© International Crystal 
© Ten Tec 
© Kenwood 
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Analysis 


Vintage radio allows enjoyment of the past and simpler gear. 


Ham radio is a virtual meeting place. One can communicate with 
others, but hide their full identity behind their equipment if desired. 


tere ranon and sharing of vintage technical information is rated 
highly in the group. 


A “serious leisure” as many amateur radio operators are avid in “the 
systematic pursuit of an amateur, hobbyist, or volunteer activity". 


The hobby provides substantial personal growth. 


Other than using the telephone, ham radio was a primary means of 
instant person-to-person social communication before the advent of 
the home computer and the Internet. 


The Future! 


Amateur radio was an established subculture by 1950-and 
everyone ran AM and CW then. 


Now an aging population of its members, many enjoy vintage gear. 
Easy worldwide communications is now in every smart-phone. 


Some hams adopt new technology (SDR) and modes of social 
communications (Skype and Facebook). 


Radio and Internet combines. World's largest ham organization is 
QRZ.com! 


CQ mag discovers Facebook supplimenting ham operations. 


Summary 


Amateur radio is a rich and dynamic hobby. Vintage 
radio keeps the past alive. 


The pursuit of this “serious avocation” enables 
technology enthusiasts to grow and interact personally, 
improving their identity and increasing the well-being 
of its members. 


A synergy is forming between amateur radio and new 
communications methods. 


While this occurs, many hams enjoy vintage radio. 
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